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EAST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES  

MONDAY 20th July 2026 at 18:15 

Springfield Performance Centre SPC01 at the rear of the Sports Hall, Seaford College 

Meeting started:1820  ACTION 

PRESENT 

Cllr Simon Longman, Cllr Barry Gosden, Cllr Charles Britton, and Parish Clerk Amy 
Harte. 

  

IN ATTENDANCE  

 

  

44/26 

AGENDA ITEM 1: WELCOME 

Cllr Longman welcomed all to the meeting. 

  

 

 

45/26 

AGENDA ITEM 2:  APOLOGIES 

Cllr Patrick Limpus, Cllr William Yates 

  

46/26 

AGENDA ITEM 3: DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

None 

  

47/26 

AGENDA ITEM 4:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 20TH MAY 
TO BE AGREED AND SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD. 

4.2 COUNCILLORS & CLERK TO REPORT BACK ON ACTION POINTS FROM THE 
PREVIOUS MEETING 

1. Footpath 1006 update. Cllr Gosden. 

Ranger attended and told Cllr Gosden that he couldn’t do anything about it. 

2. A letter in response to the complaint submitted on Agenda item 10.3. was not 
submitted. Clerk to update.  

Not addressed to the Parish Council. 

3. Website domain and front page. Cllr Longman. 

All in hand. 

4. CIL funding for speed restrictions. Clerk. 

Clerk not yet received a reply. 

5. Response for LGR to WSALC. Cllr Britton. 

Sent. 

6. Speed limits update. Cllr Longman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to check 
CIL situation. 
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Recommended extending the limits to the parish boundary. This has been updated in 
the recommended plan TRO review. Cllr Charlesworth sent out a petition to 
demonstrate support for the scheme. There is a link to sign the petition on Graffham 
Parish Council website, and social media. Clerk to put it on the ELPC website. 

All other actions carried out. 

 

Clerk to put 
link to petition 
on the ELPC 
website. 

48/26 

AGENDA ITEM 5:  VISITORS’ QUESTIONS 

No visitors present. 

  

49/26 

AGENDA ITEM 6: PROPOSED MERGER OF GRAFFHAM AND EAST LAVINGTON 
PARISH COUNCILS 

Cllr Longman updated the situation with the boundary review panel which will take 
place on 1st September. Both Cllrs Longman and Cllr Gillian Charlesworth (Graffham 
PC Chair) will be present. 

  

50/26 

AGENDA ITEM 7: COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (Mr Tom Richardson, County 
Councillor) 

Not present and no report sent. 

  

51/26 

AGENDA ITEM 8: DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (Mr John Cross, District 
Councillor) 

CDC Matters July 2026 

 

On Saturday 13th June, I went to Graffham Empire Hall to watch a film with a large 
number of the village’s residents.   The event was organised by Ginny Kingsmill and 
was a film highlighting a conference that was held in Westminster Conference Hall, 
opposite the Palace of Westminster.   The film entitled the National Emergency 
Briefing, presented by Chris Packham, was a conference attended by political, 
business, sport, culture and faith leaders.  The speakers were the leading experts not 
only on climate change, but economists, ex-military, and food and health experts.   I 
would urge everyone to watch this presentation, its roughly 50 minutes long and a 
sobering state of where we are as a nation.   It also is reflective and reaches out and 
demonstrates what we can do as citizens, this is not a problem leaders or someone 
else should be dealing with on our behalf, although that is true too, but all of us play 
apart.   I won’t say anymore, but I applaud Ginny and the residents of Graffham for 
getting together and watching this, at times uncomfortable viewing.   If any other village 
or resident group wish to organise a public viewing I would be happy to help in anyway. 

 

On a lighter note, on Friday 12th of June, I went to a Question an Answer session at 
Priory Park in Chichester, organised by the Priory Park Society to talk about the 
Cricket Pavilion that the District Council is about to demolish and rebuild.  Since the 
early 1980s the building has been in a poor state and more recently unfit for the reality 
of men and women’s cricket teams playing and using the same building.    The new 
building will have unisex facilities, the old pavilion only had mens toilets, and will have 
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separate changing rooms for the umpires, again in the past in was assumed that the 
umpire was the same sex as the players, that’s not the case in today’s game.  The 
money for this re-build comes from S106 and CIL funding, these are monies that are 
gathered by the Council from developers to be spent on the community, and the rest of 
the money comes from the Council’s Asset Replacement Budget (ARB).  The District 
Council continues to invest and update the facilities across the district, nearer to home 
the Petworth Public Toilets will be refurbished at the end of this year.  Getting back to 
the Cricket Pavilion, I had not realised that Chichester District really was the place 
where cricket as a game was established.    I would be really interested to hear from 
residents about 18 or 19th century local connections to cricket, I am sure there is a rich 
story to be told here.    

CDC Matters August 2026 

In the Summer edition of the ‘Initiatives’, which all residents receive in the post, there 
are several really interesting articles.   The first I want to highlight is the on pages 8 
and 9 concerning the planning process.  It’s a useful oversight to the process and what 
the planning officers must consider with every application.    In the coming months 
further change is on its way, as the government restrict what the elected Councillors 
and the by-partisan Planning Committee can do in the interest of their ward residents.   
The number of applications that will come to the committee will be severely reduce, 
members will not have the ability to request applications in their ward come to planning 
committee, these will now be dealt with by CDC planning officers according to the 
policy laid out in the article in ‘Initiatives’.   If I was being cynical the notion of 
‘devolution’ is to pass more powers away from central government to local people, so 
they have a say on the things that effect their lives, this government impositions does 
the opposite. 

As the CDC cabinet member responsible for Culture and Sports, I was delighted to be 
part of the negotiations for the new provided of the leisure centres at Midhurst and 
Chichester.  This new contract is both financially beneficial to the council and therefore 
us, but it also means the buildings are being improved and the facilities updated, this 
month both sites will have new gym equipment.   There will also be an outreach 
programme ‘Wellness on Wheels’ which will travel around the district.  I urge those that 
can not travel easily to get in touch with ‘More Active’ to make sure it comes to your 
village. 

When I was first appointed to the CDC cabinet position, one of the first things that I 
launched was the crowd funding to save the ‘Stopham Mount’.   The funding that saved 
the Saxon sword mount, found in Stopham, raised enough money not only to save the 
jewelled mount but also to have a purpose-built display case for it too.   The ‘mount’ is 
now on display in the Novium Museum in Chichester. 

Finally, those small business, new and old, that are looking to innovate or diversify 
should look at the business grants that are available CDC, look on the website 
www.chichester.gov.uk  search grants and concessions and you will find the different 
grants that are available (there are others, besides business grants).  I am keen that 
our rural businesses should be looking at these grants, traditionally the bigger 
settlements have taken the larger portion of this funding, and I hope that can change. 

John Cross  

Fittleworth Ward District Councillor 

Not present for questions. 

52/26    

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/
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AGENDA ITEM 9: PLANNING – Applications & Decisions,  

1. SDNP/26/02167/HOUS Willow Cottage Beechwood Lane East Lavington West 
Sussex GU28 0NA. Conversion of garage into annex and replacement garage. 
Comments required by 17th July 2026. 
 
Supported by the planners as it is a great improvement on what is there currently. 
Residential space has been introduced but ancillary to the main property. Clerk to 
submit a no objection response. 
 
2. SDNP/26/01680/HRA Westerlands Farm Norwood Lane East Lavington West 
Sussex GU28 0QJ. Regulation 77 – Siting of up to 5 caravans and one temporary 
campsite for tents. Comments Submitted in support of the application. Raise no 
Objection decision made. 
 
3. SDNP/26/01611/LIS Willow Cottage Beechwood Lane East Lavington West 
Sussex GU28 0NA. Structural repairs to part of north elevation. Comments submitted 
in support of the application. Application Approved 
 
 
4. SDNP/25/05021/FUL Land at Seaford College, The Drive East Lavington West 
Sussex GU28 0NB. Retrospective (Section 73a) application for the creation of 
wildflower meadow nature area using chalk material removed from the ground as part 
of implementation works of application SDNP/25/01941/CND. Comments Submitted 
Further comments submitted in support of the application following the submission of 
the ecological report. 
 
 
5. SDNP/26/00830/HOUS SDNP/26/00831/LIS Willow Cottage Beechwood Lane 
East Lavington West Sussex GU28 0NA. Replacement extension and associated 
internal and external alterations. Comments Submitted. Application Approved 
 
 
6. SDNP/26/00408/FUL Little Bury Norwood Lane East Lavington West Sussex 
GU28 0QG. External alterations in relation to change of use of agricultural building to 
Class C1 permitted under prior approval. Comments submitted. Decision Pending 
 
 
7. SDNP/25/03160/FUL The Lavington Stud, The Drive, East Lavington, West 
Sussex, GU28 0NQ. Restoration and regeneration of Lavington Stud and Estate with a 
new environmental farming and management regime supported by development 
proposals on two sites comprising: Home Farm: main stud stables area and office. 
Demolition of C20th stable ranges and barns and the construction of a new principal 
Estate dwelling with pool and tennis court; renovation and alteration and change of use 
of traditional courtyard buildings to form 7 no. self-contained holiday lets, offices and a 
multifunctional space for education, Estate meeting room, and ancillary residential and 
tourist visitor use; retention of other buildings as existing stables and storage; and 
Calloways (alternative to implemented scheme SDNP/18/00938/FUL): Renovation and 
alteration of existing buildings to facilitate a change of use to form 5 no. dwellings; 
demolition of existing bungalow and replacement with one dwelling; renovation, 
alteration and change of use of existing equestrian buildings to enterprise units within 
Use Class E(g). Retention of the existing portal framed barn for agricultural storage. 
Comments submitted. Application in progress. 
 

 

9.1 Clerk to 
submit a no 
objection 
response.  
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53/26 

AGENDA ITEM 10: FINANCE 

Documents circulated to Councillors by email. 

1. Approval of Accounts to 20/07/26 

Income & Expenditure  

EXPENDITURE  DETAIL DATE (TO BE) 
PAID 

 AMOUNT   

Clerk’s Salary 27 hours@ £18.72 21/7/26 £505.44 

Office 

Allowance 

2@£20 21/7/26 £40.00 

WSALC Subscription 01/6/26 £77.06 

Total 
expenditure 

    £545.44 

    

    

 

INCOME RECEIVED 
FROM 

DETAIL DATE REC’D  AMOUNT  

HMRC VTR VAT reclaim 03/6/26 £205.99 

Total income     £205.99 

    

All above payments and receipts RESOLVED to be approved. 

2. Other Financial Issues 

None 

  

  

54/26 

AGENDA ITEM 11: POLICY REVIEW 

10.1 Standing Orders – Revised 2025 
10.2 Financial Regulation – Revised 2025 
10.3 Complaints Procedures 
10.4 Risk Assessment 
10.5 Records Management Policy 
10.6 Privacy Policy 

 

For discussion 
next meeting. 

 

Cllrs to review 
the existing 
(sent with 
meeting 
documents) 

 

55/26 

AGENDA ITEM 12: CORRESPONDENCE & INVITATIONS RECEIVED 19 May to 20 
July 2026 

DATE FROM DETAIL AGREED ACTION  
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56/26 

AGENDA ITEM 13: REPORTS RE ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS, COURSES AND / 
OR SEMINARS 

CDALC AGM Cllr Britton, well attended at Boxgrove. 

WSALC at the end of May LGR review, missed the meeting on 2nd July. 

Cllr Longman attended the screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing at Graffham 
Empire Hall. Well attended and a reasonable discussion took place following the 
briefing. 

  

 

57/26 

AGENDA ITEM 14: PARISH MATTERS 
 

1. WINTER MAINTENANCE UPDATE 
Cllr Britton will coordinate the audit. 
2. RIGHTS OF WAY & HIGHWAYS 
Cllr Gosden will find out when the next footpath inspection is due  

Hillary Major contacted Cllr Longman regarding the cuttings of the Rhodedendron on 
Duncton Common road as this is considered a fire risk.. Cllr Longman will coordinate 
and write to the Leconfield estate. 

3. Minerals and Waste 
4. Dudman has put in an application to SDNP to extend at Heath End Quarry. 

Dudman have been asked to submit an environmental report before they can give a 
decision. 

Cllr Britton to 
coordinate the 
audit. 

 

Cllr Gosden to 
find date of 
next 
inspection. 

 

Cllr Longman 
to co-ordinate 
and write to 
the Leconfield 
Estate. 

 

 

58/26 

AGENDA ITEM 14:  Dates of Forthcoming Meetings 
 

Monday 21st September 2026  

Monday 16th November 2026 

Monday 18th January 2027 

Monday 15th March 2027  

 

  

 

 

 
  

   

These minutes are an accurate record of the meeting 

Signed: 

Name & Position: 

Date: 

  

 
  

Meeting closed 18:55 


