East Lavington
Annual Parish Meeting

Minutes of the Annual Meeting
Of THE PARISH OF EAST LAVINGTON
held on Monday, 18" May 2026 at 18.15pm

in SP1, Springfield Performance Centre, Seaford College, Lavington

Park

Present: Simon Longman, Barry Gosden, Charles Britton, William Yates, and Patrick Limpus.

In Attendance: Amy Harte (Clerk). ClIir John Cross (District Councillor)
Apologies: Clir Tom Richardson (County Councillor),

1. Opening
Clir Longman opened the meeting at 18.20

2. Minutes of the previous meeting

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of 19t May 2025 were approved. They were duly signed

as a correct record by Cllir Longman

3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the Annual Meeting 2025
No matters arising.

4. Chairman’s Report
A copy of Clir Longman’s report is attached as Annex A

5. Parish Council Finance Report
A copy of the finance report is attached as Annex B

6. District Councilor’s Report:
CDC Matters MAY 2026

Whatever the result of the County Council elections on 7 th May, the County and
District Councils have an enormous amount of work to do in order to meet the
governments deadline for the new Unitary Authority’s. As you may or may not have
read the government decided how Hampshire was to be divided, and what these
Hampshire Unitary’s were going to geographically look like in that County. Despite
the government stating in its guidelines to all those County, District and Borough
Councils it would not look upon those options that would divide existing District or
Boroughs, because that would require a boundary review, the government has
stated that Hampshire County will indeed require a boundary review to fulfil the
governments wishes! This gives the County, District and Boroughs Councils in
Hampshire very little time, some would argue an impossible task, given these
Unitary’s need to be up and running by May 2027.

If that is not bad enough then Sussex County, District and Borough Councils are in
an even more perilous position. The government, despite holding these Councils
feet to the fire to deliver their proposals for the Unitary(s) on time, have failed to
respond according to their own deadline (March 2026). Incredulously, not only did
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the government not give direction, but it has counted with another offer that
contradicts, in so many ways, their own guidelines and instructions it beggars belief.
All the councils of Sussex now must consider this new proposal against the others,
yet it's like comparing chalk and cheese as the parameters of the governments
proposal is completely different to all the others, because they have moved the goal
posts.

The timeline to get this done for Hampshire is alarmingly tight, parliamentary
legislation must be complete by the summer recess this year to give time to establish
the new Unitary’s in Hampshire on time. How on earth will this happen in Sussex
when the government is still consulting on the options until July this year.
Effectively, the earliest the legislation will be completed will be October/November
and that assumes there are no boundary reviews. The government proposal
includes a significant boundary change.

In short | would be highly surprised if any Sussex Unitary authority is up and running
by the proposed vesting day of 1 st May 2027, but hey what do | know!

Clir Cross reported the implications of the Government not making decisions on the LGR. A CDC
planning document required time frame is to be reduced but they have not been told what that time

frame is.

7. County Councillor’s Report:
No report presented — Clir Richardson sent his apologies.

8. Question Time

No questions

9. Conclusion of the Meeting
The meeting closed at 18:29

These minutes are an accurate record of the meeting.

Chairman, East Lavington Parish Council
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Annex A

East Lavington Parish Council
Chairman’s Annual Report
May 2026

Starting my eighth year as a councillor on East Lavington Parish Council and concluding my first as
Chairman, | have been reflecting on our journey this year, the role of a micro parish, the definition of
community, and the direction of local government reorganisation. On 14t October 2025, following a
clear request by the electorate to be consulted, ELPC held a joint parish meeting with Graffham
Parish Council on the amalgamation of the two parishes. | presented a case for merger which was
not countered by a case for remaining independent. The indicative direction from this consultation
was overwhelmingly in favour of merging, validating the case presented that Graffham and East
Lavington are in fact one community, aligned with the measures that are factored into in a Community
Governance review which defines communities and boundaries.

Councillor Charlesworth and 1, as respective chairs of the two parishes, have today, 18t May 2026,
met with representatives of Chichester District Council’s legal counsel and Electoral Services to
request the Community Governance Review that will ultimately decide whether CDC agrees with our
assessment of community. Feedback from the representative based on the memorandum of
understanding, the evidence of community engagement and support for amalgamation, plus the
direction of travel in local government reorganisation all point favourably to conclude this review within
the next year ahead of the May 2027 elections, which we trust will be electing councillors for the new
amalgamated parish with ward representation.

Outside of merger discussions, ELPC considered planning responses relating to eight properties over
the past year. We are still awaiting any changes that may be submitted as a result of the feedback to
the significant Lavington Stud and Estate application but welcome the long overdue decision on
Tangletrees. Parish councils predominantly respond to planning in alignment with the South Downs
Local Plan policies. They should also be a vehicle for representing the views of the local community
but for that we need the community to engage in the meetings, or communicate with councillors, so
their views can be considered and included. Larger and potentially more contentious applications
could be better understood with transparency in wider estate plans, SDNP and officer
correspondence, and more detailed conditions imposed on approved decisions so there is little
ambiguity in interpretation. A focus on the next 12 months for ELPC should be on traffic reviews, to
extend the work done by Graffham on the impact of the approaches into the settlement that run
through East Lavington and jointly support any requests to a traffic review.

| conclude with thanks, to our full complement of ELPC councillors for their continued engagement
and contribution to parish matters, and the communication from the District via Clir Cross and the
County via the recently re-elected Clir Richardson. Our meetings are always thoroughly reported in
the Parish news by Michael Blunt who | must also thank for indirectly providing the evidence of
consultation and community engagement in the amalgamation through these articles and reports.
Finally, we are indebted and give thanks to our Clerk, Amy Harte, who undertakes the necessary and
considerable efforts in the running, organisation and compliance of the parish.

Clir Simon Longman
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Annex B
East Lavington Parish Council
Financial Report 2025-2026

Balance b/fwd at 1/4/25
Precept
Receipts

Expenditure
Balance c/fwd

Expenditure
Clerk Salary and
expenses

Insurance

VAT Reclaim to be

submitted for May 22-
April 26: £205.99
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£2094
£4000
£0
-£4021
£2073

£3160

£214
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