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EAST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

PARISH COUNCIL DRAFT ANNUAL MAY MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY 18th MAY 2026   

SPC 01 in the Springfield Performance Centre, Seaford College 

Meeting Started,18:33 ACTION 

PRESENT 

Cllr Simon Longman, Cllr Barry Gosden, Cllr Charles Britton, Cllr William Yates, Cllr 
Patrick Limpus and Parish Clerk Amy Harte. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE  

 

 

29/26 

AGENDA ITEM 1: TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN FOR 2026-2027 

Cllr Limpus nominated Cllr Longman, seconded by Cllr Limpus and Cllr Yates. Cllr 
Longman accepted and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Longman remains Chair of East 
Lavington Parish Council for the forthcoming year. 

 

 

 

30/26 

AGENDA ITEM 2:  TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

The declaration was received signed by Cllr Longman and the Clerk. 

 

31/26 

AGENDA ITEM 3: TO ELECT A VICE CHAIRMAN FOR 2026-2027 

Cllr Longman nominated Cllr Gosden, seconded by Cllr Limpus and Cllr Britton. Cllr 
Gosden accepted and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Gosden remains Vice-Chair of East 
Lavington Parish Council for the forthcoming year. 

 

32/26 

AGENDA ITEM 4:  TO RECEIVE THE VICE CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF 
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

The declaration was received signed by Cllr Gosden and the Clerk. 

 

33/26 

AGENDA ITEM 5:  ALL COUNCILLORS TO ACCEPT THE CODE OF CONDUCT, 
SIGN THEIR DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND REGISTEROF 
INTEREST. 

All councillors have reviewed the code of conduct, all have signed the acceptance of 
office forms witnessed and signed by the Clerk and Cllrs, Gosden, Limpus and Yates 
completed register of interest forms. Cllrs Longman and Britton to complete the register 
of interest forms and Clerk to update the register of interest spreadsheet. 

5.1. ALLOCATION OF PARISH COUNCIL ROLES 

Planning – All Councillors 

Cllrs Britton 
and Longman 
to submit 
register of 
interests forms 
to the Clerk. 
Cllr Britton to 
sign 
acceptance of 
office  and 
code of 
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Finance – All Councillors 
Highways – All Councillors 
Footpaths – Cllr Gosden 
Localism – All Councillors 
Police Liaison – Cllr Yates 
Seaford College & Lavington Park – Cllr Yates 
Minerals & Waste – Cllr Gosden 

conduct form 
with the Clerk. 

34/26 

AGENDA ITEM 6: APOLOGIES 

None 

 

35/26 

AGENDA ITEM 7: DECLARATION OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS 
BY COUNCILLORS IN ANY OF THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW AND ANY CHANGES 
TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS. 

Planning items for Seaford College - Agenda items 10.3 & 10.4 – Cllr Yates declared a 
financial interest as Deputy Headmaster. 

 

36/26 

AGENDA ITEM 8: MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS HELD ON 19TH 
MARCH & 20th APRIL 2026 TO BE AGREED AND SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD. 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 19th March 2026 were a 
true record, and they were duly signed by Cllr Longman. Clerk is to revise the planning 
meeting minutes from the 20th April as the declarations of interest require reference to 
‘planning items’ for clarity. They should also to state that Cllr Yates and Cllr Britton did 
not contribute to the discussions on those planning items. 

8.2 COUNCILLORS & CLERK TO REPORT BACK ON ACTION POINTS FROM THE 
PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

1. Merger review Cllr Longman 

Memorandum of understanding was reviewed and recirculated to councillors it was 
resolved that these were appropriate. 

Cllr Longman reported on a meeting with Electoral Services. The process moving 
forward would include a boundary review and then to CDC Full Committee. It was 
confirmed that no cost to ELPC will be charged. Estimated conclusion within 12 
months, by 2027 May elections. 

2. Footpath 1006 Clearance Cllr Gosden 

It has been cleared but is is not good enough so Cllr Gosden will write again. 

3. All other Action Points carried out 

 

Clerk to 
correct the 
Panning 
minutes fro, 
20th April. 

 

 

 

Merger 
process to 
continue with 
collaboration 
with Graffham 
Parish 
Council. 

 

Cllr Gosden to 
contact the 
ranger 
regarding 
footpath 1006. 

37/26 

AGENDA ITEM 9: VISITORS’ QUESTIONS 

None 

 

 

38/26  
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AGENDA ITEM 10: PLANNING - Applications & decisions,  

1.      SDNP/26/01680/HRA Westerlands Farm Norwood Lane East Lavington West 
Sussex GU28 0QJ. Regulation 77 - Siting of up to 5 caravans and one temporary 
campsite for tents. Comments required by Wednesday 10th June 2026  

 
Cllr Longman explained the application and the council RESOLVED to submit a 
response in support of the application. 

 
2.     SDNP/26/01611/LIS Willow Cottage Beechwood Lane East Lavington West 
Sussex GU28 0NA. Structural repairs to part of north elevation. Comments required 
by Thursday 28th May 2026  

Cllr Longman explained the application and the council RESOLVED to submit a 
response in support of the application. 

3.    SDNP/25/05021/FUL Land at Seaford College, The Drive East Lavington West 
Sussex GU28 0NB. Retrospective (Section 73a) application for the creation of 
wildflower meadow nature area using chalk material removed from the ground as part 
of implementation works of application SDNP/25/01941/CND. Comments Submitted 
Further comments required by Monday 8th June 2026 following the submission 
of the ecological report. 
 
Cllr Yates did not take part in this agenda item. 
Cllr Longman explained that since the initial response from ELPC was submitted there 
have been complaints that ELPC Councillors have direct relationships with Seaford 
College and that therefore the Parish Council’s consultations should not be considered. 
The Clerk will write explaining the situation, referencing the code of conduct. 
 
The ecological report was discussed considered and the councillors RESOLVED to 
support the findings of the report.  
 
4.   SDNP/26/01322/LIS St Peters Church Beechwood Lane East Lavington West 
Sussex GU28 0NB. Internal alterations and external repairs to church. Comments 
Submitted. Application in progress. 
No further update 

5.      SDNP/26/00830/HOUS SDNP/26/00831/LIS Willow Cottage Beechwood Lane 
East Lavington West Sussex GU28 0NA. Replacement extension and associated 
internal and external alterations. Comments Submitted. Application in progress. 

No further update 

6.      SDNP/26/00595/TPO Great Bury, The Camping And Caravanning Club Graffham 
Road East Lavington West Sussex GU28 0QF. Fell 3 no. Silver Birch trees (T11, T16 
and T19) within Woodland, W subject to EL/98/00424/TPO. Comments submitted. 
Application Approved.  

7.    SDNP/26/00408/FUL Little Bury Norwood Lane East Lavington West Sussex 
GU28 0QG. External alterations in relation to change of use of agricultural building to 
Class C1 permitted under prior approval. Comments submitted. Application In 
Progress. 

Clerk to 
submit 
planning 
responses to 
10.1, 2 &3 and 
submit a letter 
in response to 
the complaint 
submitted on 
Agenda item 
10.3. 
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No further update 

8.    SDNP/25/01181/FUL Tangletrees The Street Graffham West Sussex GU28 0QA 
Replacement dwelling, ancillary building and associated landscaping including ha-ha 
and pond. Comments submitted. Red Card procedure initiated by Cllr Cross. 
Application Approved. 

9.    SDNP/25/03160/FUL The Lavington Stud, The Drive, East Lavington, West 
Sussex, GU28 0NQ. Restoration and regeneration of Lavington Stud and Estate with a 
new environmental farming and management regime supported by development 
proposals on two sites comprising: Home Farm: main stud stables area and office. 
Demolition of C20th stable ranges and barns and the construction of a new principal 
Estate dwelling with pool and tennis court; renovation and alteration and change of use 
of traditional courtyard buildings to form 7 no. self-contained holiday lets, offices and a 
multifunctional space for education, Estate meeting room, and ancillary residential and 
tourist visitor use; retention of other buildings as existing stables and storage; and 
Calloways (alternative to implemented scheme SDNP/18/00938/FUL): Renovation and 
alteration of existing buildings to facilitate a change of use to form 5 no. dwellings; 
demolition of existing bungalow and replacement with one dwelling; renovation, 
alteration and change of use of existing equestrian buildings to enterprise units within 
Use Class E(g). Retention of the existing portal framed barn for agricultural storage. 
Comments submitted. Application in progress. 

Resubmission expected. 

39/26 

AGENDA ITEM 11: FINANCE 

Documents circulated to Councillors by email. 

1. Approval of Accounts for the Year Ending 31st March 2026 

Accounts were reviewed and RESOLVED to be approved for year ending 31st March 
2026. 

2. Approval of Accounts to 18/05/26 

Accounts were reviewed and RESOLVED to be approved for period ending 18th May 
2026. 

Income & Expenditure  

EXPENDITURE  DETAIL DATE (TO BE) 
PAID 

 AMOUNT   

Clerk’s Salary 27 hours@ £18.72 19/05/26 £505.44 

Office 
Allowance 

2@£20 19/05/26 £40.00 

Expenses 1/3 share of printer cartridges 19/05/26 £42.40 

Internal Audit Smithe & Co 19/05/26 £129.78 

Parish Online Subscription 19/05/26 £30.00 

Total 
expenditure 

    £747.62 

    

    

 

INCOME RECEIVED 
FROM 

DETAIL DATE REC'D  AMOUNT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to make 
payments as 
stated. 
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CDC Precept (half) 10/04/26 £2125 

    

Total income       £2125 

All above payments and receipts RESOLVED to be approved. 

3. Approval of Annual Return for the Year 2025-2026 
3.1. Review the Effectiveness of Internal Control 

3.1.1. Annual Internal Audit Report 

The effectiveness of internal control was reviewed and discussed in light of the internal 
auditor’s report. The internal auditor selected ‘no’ to Internal Control Objective O. ‘The 
authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and 
data compliance’: 

‘We note that the contact email address on the council’s website does not 
appear to belong to the council. Paragraph 1.47 of the JPAG Practitioners’ 
Guide states every authority should have an email account and website that 
belongs to the council and to which the council has access. An email account 
that is considered to belong to the council should have an authority owned 
domain for example clerk@abcparishcouncil.gov.uk or 
clerk@abcparishcouncil.org.uk with the same domain being utilised for the 
council’s own website. From 01 April 2025 this became a mandatory 
requirement along with other required practices for digital and data 
compliance.and as such we have marked no to control objective O on the 
AGAR.’ 

The Clerk explained that we have used the Graffham website address on the audit for 
a couple of years as the eastlavington domain had stopped working. This had been 
fixed but it is still not accessible using the eastlavington-pc.uk domain. The correct 
email address is on the East Lavington section of the website but we need to remove 
all reference to Graffham Parish Councils’ contact details and domain. This is their 
preference too as searches will direct people to the wrong website as they now have a 
new one. It will satisfy the requirements for the following year until the merger between 
the two councils. The Clerk explained the situation to the Internal Auditor with regard to 
the merger and she felt this was worth stating. 

3.2. Approve the Annual Governance Statement 

The Annual Governance Statement was considered and approved 

3.3. Consider and Approve the Accounting Statements – sign and date 

The Accounting Statements were considered and approved 

3.4. Set date for the Commencement of Public Rights 

The 3rd June 2026 was set as the commencement of the exercise of public rights. 

3.5. Sign and date the Certificate of Exemption 

The Certificate of Exemption was signed and dated by the Chairman and the Clerk. 

4. Other Financial Issues 
4.1 CIL Funding request 

Clerk to find out if CIL can be used for traffic control reduction of speed limits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Longman 
to remove 
reference to 
Graffham 
Parish Council 
and restore 
the East 
Lavington 
domain to the 
Website. 

 

Clerk to 
complete 
Audit 
paperwork, 
publish on the 
website, send 
the certificate 
of exemption 
to the external 
auditors, 
publish the 
notice of 
public rights 
etc. 

 

Clerk to 
investigate 
CIL funding for 
reduction in 
speed limits 
costs. 

40/26 

AGENDA ITEM 12: CORRESPONDENCE & INVITATIONS RECEIVED 18th March to 
18th May 2026 

 

 

mailto:clerk@abcparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@abcparishcouncil.org.uk
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DATE FROM DETAIL AGREED ACTION  

18/5/26 WSALC WSALC survey response for LGR C Britton to submit 

  
 
 
 

 

41/26 

AGENDA ITEM 13:  COUNCILLOR REPORTS INCLUDING FEEDBACK FROM 
MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Cllr Longman reported on meeting with CDC legal & Electoral Services in Agenda Item 
8. 

 

Cllr Britton to 
submit the 
response for 
LGR to 
WSALC 

 

42/26 

AGENDA ITEM 14:  PARISH MATTERS 
 

1. RIGHTS OF WAY & HIGHWAYS 
Proposal to have a 40mph buffer from The Potteries to the campsite, Cllr Longman 
asked if it should include Duncton Common Road and suggested 40mph from the 
parish boundary just beyond Westerlands. Would it be possible to include Cathangar 
lane to Barnets Bridge? Cllr Longman to continue discussion with Graffham Parish 
Council. The GPC scheme for the TPO was rejected as too complicated. Cllr Gosden 
raised the issue of cost for the scheme.  
 
Footpaths – Cllr Gosden will communicate with the ranger regarding footpath in 
Agenda Item 8 
 
2. MINERALS & WASTE 

 
Application for extension of extraction at Duncton Quarry put in in December 2025. Still 
not resolved. 

Cllr Longman 
to liaise with 
Graffham PC 
to formulate a 
workable 
solution to the 
speed limits. 

43/26 

AGENDA ITEM 15:  Dates of Forthcoming Meetings 
 

Monday 20th July 2026 Cllr Yates sends Apologies 

Monday 21st September 2026 

Monday 16th November 2026 

 

 

 
 

These minutes are an accurate record of the meeting 

Signed: 

Name & Position: 

Date: 
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Meeting closed 19:29 


