
 

 

Draft minutes of the planning meeting of East Lavington Parish Council held on 

Monday 20th April 2026 at 6.15pm in SPC 01 in the Springfield Performance Centre, 

Seaford College 

 

Present: Cllr Longman, Cllr Gosden, Cllr Britton, Cllr Yates, Cllr Limpus, Greg Burt (Seaford College). 

Clerk, Amy Harte. 
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1. Welcome 

Cllr Longman welcomed all to the meeting 
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2. Apologies 

None 
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3. Declarations of Interests 

Cllr Yates has financial interests in Seaford College planning applications due to his role as Deputy 

Headmaster - Agenda items 5.1 & 5.4. 

Cllr Britton has financial interests in the application for Little Bury as a direct neighbour - Agenda item 

5. 2. 
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4. Visitors’ Questions  

Cllr Longman asked Greg Burt for the background to the Seaford College retrospective application. 

He spoke about the chalk spoil and the planning application for the Springfield Performance Centre 

(SPC) – there was a condition to use the spoil for the wildflower meadow. Therefore, they removed 

chalk spoil to create the enhanced wildflower meadow to comply with application conditions. A bund 

was removed to comply with conditions for the SPC. The tennis court application stated that they 

would use the spoil elsewhere on the estate, no conditions were given regarding this. Some was used 

to restore the levels and used the chalk material to expand the wildflower and butterfly meadow. A 

complaint was received, a visit was made and planning suggested it could be considered to be a feat 

of engineering in an area they were not supposed to be using, so a stop notice was issued. SNDP 

planning officer became involved and requested a planning application was made.  

 

St Peters internal alterations are to maintain the space for religious use. 
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5. Planning Applications for comments: 

 

1) SDNP/25/05021/FUL Land at Seaford College The Drive East Lavington West Sussex GU28 

0NB. Retrospective (Section 73a) application for the creation of wildflower meadow nature 

area using chalk material removed from the ground as part of implementation works of 

application SDNP/25/01941/CND. Comments required by 21 April 2026 

Cllr Yates did not contribute to the discussion on this application. 

East Lavington Parish Council supports this application. Cllr Cross has red carded this application in 

response to complaints but on the planning portal there are only two supporting comments and no 

objection comments. Unfortunately, Cllr Cross was not present at this meeting. All councillors feel that 

the application conforms to the conditions from the previous planning application for the Springfield 

Performance Centre and feel that it is valuable wildflower meadow and is a positive contribution to the 

environment. ACTION: Clerk to submit this response. 

 



 

 

2) SDNP/26/00408/FUL Little Bury Norwood Lane East Lavington West Sussex GU28 0QG. 

External alterations in relation to change of use of agricultural building to Class C1 permitted 

under prior approval. Comments required by 21 April 2026 

Cllr Britton did not contribute to the discussion on this application. 

Previous application was a lawful development of change of use. The application was described and 

considered. An apart hotel is planned, and no business case was submitted. It was stated that there is 

an SDNP policy (SD41) not to convert agricultural buildings to residential outside of the settlement 

boundary and worthy of conversion without the need for substantial reconstruction. The Councillors 

agreed that they have no issues with the external alterations but feel the plan is not viable and 

therefore object to the application. ACTION: Clerk to submit response. 

 

3) SDNP/26/00830/HOUS SDNP/26/00831/LIS Willow Cottage Beechwood Lane East 

Lavington West Sussex GU28 0NA. Replacement extension and associated internal and 

external alterations. Comments required by 27th April 2026 

The application was discussed. The councillors consider the proposed extension to be an 

improvement to the existing and support the application. ACTON: Clerk to submit the response. 

 

4) SDNP/26/01322/LIS St Peters Church Beechwood Lane East Lavington West Sussex GU28 

0NB. Internal alterations and external repairs to church. Comments required by 13th May 

2026 

Cllr Yates did not contribute to the discussion on this application. 

The application was described and discussed. All Councillors felt that this was a wholly appropriate 

use of the space and support the application. ACTON: Clerk to submit the response. 
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6. Date of next meeting 

Monday 18 May 2026 

 

 

 


