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EAST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

DRAFT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY 21st July 2025 at 18:15 

Springfield Performance Centre SPC01 at the rear of the Sports Hall, Seaford College 

  ACTION 

PRESENT 

Cllr Simon Longman, Cllr Barry Gosden, Cllr Charles Britton, and Cllr Patrick Limpus. 
Parish Clerk Amy Harte. 

  

IN ATTENDANCE  

Murray West, Nicky West, Michal Hounsham, Kate Coote, John Newens, Vincent 
Gregory, Oliver Hancock, John Bracey, Chris McGolpin 

  

43/25 

AGENDA ITEM 1: WELCOME 

Cllr Longman welcomed all to the meeting. 

  

 

 

44/25 

AGENDA ITEM 2:  APOLOGIES 

Cllr William Yates, District Cllr John Cross, CDC; County Cllr Tom Richardson, WSCC  

  

45/25 

AGENDA ITEM 3: DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Agenda Item 9 Glenmore Planning Application – Cllr Longman is an immediate 
neighbour. Cllr Gosden will Chair Agenda Item 9.2. 

  

46/25 

AGENDA ITEM 4:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 19TH MAY 
TO BE AGREED AND SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD. 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes were a true record, and they were duly signed by 
Cllr Longman. 

4.2 COUNCILLORS & CLERK TO REPORT BACK ON ACTION POINTS FROM THE 
PREVIOUS MEETING 

Point returned to just prior to the end of the meeting: 

1. Cllr Britton to update on GPC VE grant application progress 

£250 VE/VJ day grant was applied for by Cllr Britton as requested by Graffham Parish 
Council. The grant would not be paid until the project has been completed. Cllr Britton 
informed the council that it was completed, and he would inform CDC. 

All other actions carried out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to carry 
forward to the 
next meeting 
to check it has 
been paid. 

 

47/25  

Cllr Britton arrived. 
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AGENDA ITEM 5:  VISITORS’ QUESTIONS 

Michael Hounsham – introduced himself as the applicant for the planning application at 
Glenmore, Agenda Item 9.2. He handed a photograph of the existing condition of the 
building to the Councillors and stated that the changes would include a tiled roof, being 
more compliant to the dark skies policy. Cllrs had no questions for Mr Hounsham at 
this point 

Vincent Gregory asked if there were any further meetings regarding the proposed 
merger with Graffham Parish Council. Cllr Longman explained that this was the next 
item on the agenda. 

48/25 

AGENDA ITEM 6: PROPOSED MERGER OF GRAFFHAM AND EAST LAVINGTON 
PARISH COUNCILS 

Cllr Longman stated that the Village Plan being put together by Cllr Charlesworth, the 
Chair of GPC includes a proposed merger with East Lavington Parish Council. 

Cllr Longman would like to call a parish meeting for the sole purpose of consulting 
parisioners on the possibility of a merger. He proposed that the meeting should be with 
Graffham Parish Council and residents as a joint meeting late October which could be 
either in Graffham or at Seaford College. The Clerk suggested the 3rd November in 
order to avoid the October half term break. Cllr Gosden suggested the council should 
be in agreement prior to a consultation. Cllr Longman disagreed and felt it would be 
better to get the views of the residents before discussing as a Parish Council and 
coming to an agreement. Cllr Britton stated that even though electors would be 
consulted in this proposed meeting the ultimate decision should be decided by the 
Parish Council’s elected members. 

 

 

 

Cllr Longman 
to arrange 
meeting with 
GPC for 
Monday 3rd 
November 

 

49/25 

AGENDA ITEM 7: COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (Mr Tom Richardson, County 
Councillor) 

No report sent. 

  

50/25 

AGENDA ITEM 8: DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (Mr John Cross, District 
Councillor) 

In recent weeks the final awards from the Rural England Prosperity Fund were 
announced by the Grants and Concession Committee at Chichester District Council 
(CDC).   This despite the very late allocation of this funding to local authorities, by 
government, CDC received the funds in April 2025 to be spent in the same financial 
year.    After a big push by CDC and its members, Parish Councils and other 
community groups applied quickly and many small awards across the rural district 
were made, and six or seven larger amounts were awarded.   I am pleased that 
Graffham Parish Council, in this ward, received the largest grant, this was towards play 
equipment.   Congratulations to the Parish Council for getting a lot of information and 
material together so quickly. 

Just because this funding source has come to an end there are other sources of 
funding and grants available to Parish Councils and community groups to apply for.  
These can be found on the CDC website under Grant and Concessions.   Such grants 
include the UK Prosperity Fund (UKPF) as well as monies set aside by CDC for 
community projects.  For individual householders who are on limited incomes there are 
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also grants available through the ‘Supporting You’ scheme.   The latter is often to help 
insulate or improve the energy efficiency of a household that otherwise would not be 
able to afford such improvements.    

The summer is upon us and although there are many village and local community 
events going on, do not forget that Chichester, Midhurst and Petworth are all putting on 
numerous summer events, many of which are full, or part funded by CDC.   Do look at 
your Initiative Magazine or get onto the CDC website and look under events.   Whether 
you are looking for street markets, vegan, local produce, antique or local craft there will 
be something for you.  Or if you want to find out what’s on locally for the children over 
the holidays, many events are free, or if you are looking for something sportier or 
culturally engaging again look at the CDC or the City and Town websites.  Finally, 
many may not have heard of The Great Sussex Way (TGSW), this is a tourist 
destination website that will sign post you to many events that are going on across the 
whole district.  This caters for all ages, and all pockets, and can be useful to see what 
to do in the area, whether for a day away, looking after Gran Children or wanting to 
take visitors to the area somewhere special. 

John Cross. 

John Cross was not present. His report was summarised for the Council and residents 
by Cllr Longman. 

51/25 

AGENDA ITEM 9: PLANNING - Applications & Decisions,  

1. SDNP/25/02781/TPO The Camping and Caravanning Club Great Bury 
Graffham Road East Lavington West Sussex GU28 0QF Reduce east sector 
(overhanging oil tank) by up to 3m on 1 no. Chestnut tree (quoted as T1) and reduce 
west sector up to 3m (overhanging oil tank) on 1 no. Oak tree (quoted as T2). Both 
trees within Woodland, W subject to EL/98/00424/TPO. Comments required by 
Wednesday 13th August 2025 
The Council agreed to submit a no objection response as it is a safety issue. 
 
2. SDNP/25/02639/LDP Glenmore Norwood Lane East Lavington West Sussex 
GU28 0QG Proposed lawful development - replacement rear conservatory extension 
with new single storey extension. Comments by Thursday 24th July 
 
Cllr Gosden stated that the increase in area is negligible and the improvement to the 
compliance with the SDNP dark skies policy would be an improvement on the existing 
so saw no problem in the application. It was RESOLVED to submit a No Objection 
response. 

3.     SDNP/25/01181/FUL Tangletrees The Street Graffham West Sussex GU28 0QA 
Replacement dwelling, ancillary building and associated landscaping including ha-ha 
and pond. Comments submitted. Decision pending 

4.     SDNP/24/04099/FUL Westerlands Norwood Lane East Lavington West Sussex 
GU28 0QJ. Application for the use as a campsite consisting of 24 tent pitches, 
including up to 5 motorhomes and structures including an outdoor kitchen, 2 toilet 
blocks, a shower/washing up block with a drainage field, wooden shelter for diners, 
non-permanent trailer for managers accommodation and a car park. (Change from 
temporary to a permanent permission (originally approved under 
SDNP/18/05595/FUL). ELPC Raised No Objection. Decision Pending  

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to 
submit a no 
objection 
response 

 

 

Clerk to 
submit a no 
objection 
response 
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52/25 

AGENDA ITEM 10: FINANCE 

Documents circulated to Councillors by email. 

1. Approval of Accounts to 21/07/25 

Accounts were reviewed and RESOLVED to be approved for period ending 21st July 
2025 

Income & Expenditure  

EXPENDITURE  DETAIL DATE (TO BE) 
PAID 

 AMOUNT   

Clerk’s Salary 27 hours@ £18.72 22/7/25 £505.44 

Office 

Allowance 

2@£20 22/7/25 £40.00 

Internal Audit 
Fee 

Smithe & Co Ltd £100 +VAT 2/06/2025 £126 

Total 
expenditure 

    £671.44 

    

    

 

INCOME RECEIVED 
FROM 

DETAIL DATE REC'D  AMOUNT  

    

Total income      

    

All above payments RESOLVED to be approved. 

 

2. Other Financial Issues 

None 

  

  

53/25 

AGENDA ITEM 11: POLICY REVIEW 

10.1 Standing Orders – Revised 2025 
10.2 Financial Regulation – Revised 2025 
The Clerk explained that the changes in the NALC model Financial Orders affect the 
way we deal with online banking. One aspect was that two Councillors should have 
access to the bank account, the other was that no person should make payments to 
themselves, something that the Clerk currently does under our current financial 
regulations as the invoice is signed by Councillors. It was RESOLVED that two 
Councillors should have access to the bank account, as signatories. Cllr Longman and 
Cllr Gosden were nominated and seconded to be signatories. 
Regarding the Clerk’s current status as a Locum Clerk and therefore being paid by 
invoice rather than PAYE it was suggested by Cllr Longman that we ask the internal 
auditor if it was OK to continue in this way as it is likely to cost the council more if we 
were to move to PAYE. 
10.3 Complaints Procedures 
10.4 Risk Assessment 

Clerk to 
update all 
policies apart 
from the 
Financial 
Regulations 
as to consult 
the Internal 
Auditor 
regarding 
payment 
though PAYE. 

Clerk to 
request 
additional 
access to the 
account for 
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10.5 Records Management Policy 
10.6 Privacy Policy 

Cllrs RESOLVED to update the Standing orders and Policies apart from 10.2. 

Cllrs Longman 
and Gosden. 

54/25 

AGENDA ITEM 12: CORRESPONDENCE & INVITATIONS RECEIVED 20 May to 20 
July 2025 

DATE FROM DETAIL AGREED ACTION  

20th 
May 
2025 

Andrew Griffith 
Clerk Shared a letter from Andrew 
Griffith MP 

Read and circulated. No 
action 

 

  

 

55/25 

AGENDA ITEM 13: REPORTS RE ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS, COURSES AND / 
OR SEMINARS 

Planning training meeting in Chichester – Cllr Limpus 

They are looking for comments to be referencing policy. Short responses are preferred. 
They did agree to produce some guidance on responses, but this has not yet been 
sent out. 

 

Cllr Longman and Cllr Britton attended the Local Government reorganisation / 
Devolution organised by WSALC. CDC and WSCC presented at the meeting. It was 
estimated that changes would be in 2027 and then 2028 in a two-tier process, Brighton 
is still resisting the reorganisation and want to remain separate. West and East 
Sussex, so there are effects on County Council services which may cause problems in 
educational provision. One unitary is possible although two have been proposed 
east/west north/south. The white paper on parish and town councils has not yet been 
published but this will be an important document. Asset transfers not recommended as 
it would put further pressure on Town and Parish Councils. Uncontested councils do 
not have such high costs during election years. Cllr Britton spoke about the 
separations for Mayoral elections. They don’t think it will be implemented until perhaps 
2028. Concern that any attempt to push services down to Parish & Town councils 
would be wrong as Parish and Town Councillors are all volunteers. 

 

Cllr Gosden attended the Duncton Quarry meeting on 3rd July – Possible further 2 year 
extension for extraction. Waiting for Dudmans to come back with what they want to do. 
January 2026 is the current closure date. 

Cllr Britton to 
update the 
register of 
interests to 
include 
CDALC etc. 

 

 

56/25 

AGENDA ITEM 14: PARISH MATTERS 
 

1. WINTER MAINTENANCE UPDATE 
Thanks to Patrick for completing the Salt Audit. He reported that no additional salt was 
required but he could not fine the hi viz jackets or the shovels. It was agreed that 
Councillors would use their own shovels and high vis jackets if required rather than 
purchase new ones. 
2. RIGHTS OF WAY & HIGHWAYS 

Clerk to Email 
Salt audit 
before the 
deadline of 1st 
August. 
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Cllr Gosden has started the 18monthly footpath inspection, should be completed in the 
next couple of days. 

57/25 

AGENDA ITEM 14:  Dates of Forthcoming Meetings 
 

Monday 15th September 2025 

Monday 17th November 2025 

Monday 19th January 2026 

Monday 16th March 2026 

Monday 18th May 2026 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

   

These minutes are an accurate record of the meeting 

Signed: 

Name & Position: 

Date: 

  

 
  

   

   

Meeting closed 19.01 


